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You cannot believe in God until you believe in yourself. Swami Vivekananda

'Today’s young people lack the sense of pur-
pose and meaning in life.'  'Young people are 
far away from God and values.' 'They only 
want career, money, and fun.'  These are the 
sweeping statements that are commonly at-
tributed to young people nowadays. What do 
YOU think? I personally disagree with such 
statements.  When you look at the society now, 
it may appear to be true. But that does not mean 
that they have no sense of Values or God. I be-
lieve that they have something to tell the world.

From the limited experience of interaction and 
work with young people, I would like to pres-
ent the following deeper aspirations that they go 
through in their lives. They shout out loud and 
clear:

* We, youngsters, want to say 'YES' to life, to 
love, and to God.  We want honest and sincere 
dialogue and are weary of going against the 
current and living without masks.

* We believe that we are capable of being in-
spired and inspire others. Yet at times, we are 
intolerant and incapable of dialogue among 
ourselves and with others. We are in search of 
values which will give us hope for the future.

* We want to search for God in the midst of hy-
pocrisy, violence, and alienation, full of pow-
er and the absence of God, greed, selfishness, 
mixed messages, and narrow mindedness.

These aspirations can be realized only when we place our 
complete trust in ourselves and God.

• If we have the courage to be authentic and loyal to our-
selves and our God, then the truth will set us free.

• If we build up one another to respect life and to be atten-
tive to sick people with anxiety and hopelessness, we will 
be prophets of hope.

• If we attempt to be concrete signs of hope, faith, and love, 
we shall be messengers of peace.

• If we are able to roll up our sleeves in situations of sor-
row, misery, and desperation, we will be ambassadors of 
friendship.

• If we are bold to search for values and seek for meaning 
to life, we will be builders of life.

Let us commit ourselves to support,            
encourage, and work together for a life,     

fully alive!
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As soon as you trust yourself, you will know how to live. J W Goethe

The month of May has been a time of learning and new experiences.  We, Schs. Ashok, Narendra, Niranjan, 
Santhosh, and Mr Vijay (Our would-be-novice) along with three Nirmala Sisters, Srs. Swarupa, Vimala, and 
Sudha assisted Fr Bala in conducting a Three-week Free English and Vocational Skill Trainiang for 80 
Rural and Disadvantaged Youth of our Missions at Andhra Loyola Institutions, Vijayawada.

YESJ's aspiration is that all young people, irrespective of their background, should have the opportunity to 
fulfil their life potential. Our priority is, therefore, to better equip the disadvantaged through Vocational Skill 
Training Courses, Coaching in English, and Educating in Personal and SocialSkills.

In order to reach out to these deserving young of our rural life, we conducted two types of programs for the 
summer of 2017 from 27th April to 16th May:
A. English Coaching Classes for 65 well-motivated, college-going youth of our villages.
B. Vocational Skill Training in home appliances and office appliances, welding, etc., for 15 desiring and de-
serving dropout youth of our villages.

All participants (mostly from ST and SC poor families) have been well-looked after and have been given 
the best facilities possible to grow and to learn well. When being asked about their experience of the camps, 
Suvarchala, the visually impaired girl said that learning English with professional staff and the well-
equipped lab is something that she never could think of learning outside for free. P Sindhu said that this camp 
had enabled her to come out of her fear and develop confidence in speaking English.

The students who were under vocational skill training were thrilled about the way they are introduced to such 
easy ways of teaching and learning process. They came out with some projects at the end of their training. 
They felt proud and confident of themselves. They felt that they could improve their skills and stand on their 
own legs. This camp helped them to know their aptitude and strength of their personalities.
 
These camps were a grand success because of the close collaboration of Andhra Loyola Institute of          
Engineering and Technology (ALIET) and our supporting partners, AP State Christian Minorities Finance 
Corporation (APCMFC) and AP State Skill Development Corporation (APSSDC).

FREE ENGLISH & VOCATIONAL SKILL TRAINING 
CAMPS 

What Did We Do?
The camp was officially inaugurated on 28th April with the encouraging presence of Sri Shaik Mohd. 
Iqbal, IPS, Commissioner, Commissionerate Minorities Department AP and Most RevT. Joseph Raja 
Rao, S.M.M, Bishop of Vijayawada. They inspired and motivated the youth to make the best use of all the                        
opportunities that the camp provided. Fr Dusi Ravi Shekhar SJ, Fr Francis Xavier SJ, and Fr Pudota Jojayya 
SJ too stirred the students to give their best and be the best that they were destined to be.



You cannot be lonely if you like the person you're alone with. Wayne DyerAs soon as you trust yourself, you will know how to live. J W Goethe
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We also had a day of orientation by Mr. Mendem Showry, Associate Professor, ICFAI 
and Mr. Perumala Ravi, (PhD) CIEFL. Both of them shared their personal experi-

ences and spurred the youth to set goals and work hard towards achieving them.              
Every now and then, some motivational speakers were invited to challenge and 
encourage them.

As part of English coaching classes, a preliminary test was conducted and, 
basing on their scores, the group was divided into two. They were taught basic 
grammar and, in the afternoons, special audio-visual classes were conduct-
ed. They were also taught Catholic Prayers and inspirational thoughts as part 

of their memory lessons. The efforts to make them grow in reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening in English have certainly borne satisfactory fruit.  Supervised 

study hours, both morning and evening, and the individual attention to each student during 
these study hours greatly benefitted them. Four scholastics and two sisters were always with the 

students especially during study hours and classes. 

Students of vocational skill training were busy equipping themselves in welding, computer, printer, 
scanner, mobile phone, TV repair, etc. At the end of the training, they came out with the 
project that enabled them to raise their confidence and self-esteem.  Excellent and 
friendly trainers were appointed to train the youth. Many thanks to ALIET.

Evening recreations were the high- lights of the camp wherein the youth 
were given plenty of opportunities to express themselves and to exhibit and 
show case their talents. These recre- ations were full of fun and creativity. 

Well-thought out time-table which covered all aspects (Spiritual, intellec-
tual, psychological and social) for a young person to grow was the novelty of 
the camp. Discipline and Dedication in an atmosphere of friendliness, care, and love were 
given utmost importance.

The Valedictory Ceremony was something very special. It was the day of the partici-
pants. In the presence of some special guests: Smt. Usha Kumari, IAS, the 

VC & MD of AP Christian Minority Finance Corporation, Sri Ajay 
Kumar, IRS (Retired), Alumni of ALC, Sri Yadlapati 

Raghuram, Alumni of ALC, and Sri N. Ratna 
Manesh, Executive Officer, (APCMFC), the 
youth put up a great show of exhibiting their 
talents, skills, and learnings through dances, 
skits, songs, speeches, recitations of prayers, 
and inspirational thoughts and demonstrat-
ing their projects. It was a joy to see them so 
confident and hopeful.



If you hear a voice within you say 'you cannot paint,' then by all means paint, and that voice 
will be silenced. Vincent van Gogh
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All participants of the camp were given Participation Certificates, En-
glish Grammar Material Booklet and a Handy Dictionary. The youth 
were very grateful for the opportunity and they were very sad to say good 
bye to each other.

We, wholeheartedly, thank the Andhra Loyola Institutions and particularly 
Andhra Loyola Institute of Engineering and Technology for being very 
generous in providing us with class rooms, language lab, seminar hall, Skill 
training labs, etc. The camp would not have been a reality without the bless-
ings and cooperation of Fr. Provincial, the Parish Priests of our missions, 
the supporting team of the camp, and the benefactors. Thanks a trillion to 
you all! 



PARISHES AND PROGRAMMES

Always be yourself and have faith in yourself. Do not go out and look for a successful 
personality and try to duplicatte it. Bruce Lee

If you hear a voice within you say 'you cannot paint,' then by all means paint, and that voice 
will be silenced. Vincent van Gogh

The month of April was the time of new endeavours and         
memorable experiences for the YESJ Youth of Gudlavalleru

* With the help of two Nirmala Sisters, Catechism Camp for the 
children was conducted from 24th to 28th April. Youth feel that 
it was a ‘great camp and we proved at the end of the camp that 
'Unity is our Strength.’
* On 9th April, the YESJ Youth of all the substations of Gudla-
valleru parish visited   Shanthi Old Age Home in Gudivada. 'We 
made the inmates happy with our songs, dances, and actions.  We 
served them lunch, distributed fruits, sweets, and sarees. What a 
joy to be with them!We have learnt to respect elders and be more 
humane with the less fortunate.'
* We also extended our helping hand in constructing a home for an 
elderly poor lady of our parish. 'This gesture taught us to respect 
the work and the workers.'
* 'On the whole, by engaging in youth activities, we have grown 
in organization skills, leadership qualities,and increase in           
confidence levels.'

Gudlavalleru: 
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 YESJ Wings contributed a lot for the prayerful and mean-
ingful Lent and Easter Celebrations in the Parish through their 

willing services in Konaseema Bahiranga Sleeva Maragam, Dec-
orations, Singing, etc...

 
The youth of the parish along with their Parish Priest, Fr Esthaky 

Selvaraj went for a picnic to Samaladivi on 24th May. This enabled 
them to relax and foster unity and friendship among themselves.

Mr. Rajesh says that 'being 
part this group helped me to 
discover my talents and put 

them at the service of others. 
It makes me feel good about 

myself.'

Ms Surekha says that 'coordi-
nating and participating in the 
activities of the parish raised 
my confidence level and I am 
able to identify the leadership 

qualities in me.'

Amalapuram:

It was encouraging to see that some of our Youth Groups of Andhra Province Missions 
were getting strengthened. YESJ places its appreciation and gratitude on record for all that 
the Parish Priests, Catechists, and Youth are doing. Way to go!!! Hurrah!!!
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I've finally stopped running away from myself. Who else is there better to be? Goldie Hawn

The past year was a great year for the parish youth at St Francis Xavier Church. As usual, the youth were very 
active in making a difference to the life of the parish and their own personal lives. 

* Fr. Alphonso SJ conducted a seminar for youth on Human Behaviour and it was really inspiring and        
motivated all of us.

* On Maundy Thursday, the parish youth conducted one hour Eucharistic Adoration.

* On Good Friday, the parish youth and the elders prayer fully enacted the Passion of the Lord.

* On April 22nd, the youth gathered together for a Fellowship Meal. We played games after which                                    
Fr G. Jayaraj SJ gave an inspiring talk.

* The youth, as a token of gratitude, gifted to Fr. G. Jayaraj SJ a scrapbook with all the memories of SFX 
Youth.

Loyola Academy, Alwal:

Priya: It was great being part of the SFX 
office bearers! Being part of the office bearers 
did not only mean guiding or leading the youth 
group; rather it was as opportunity for us, the 
leads, to learn a lot. The journey helped me 
learn a lot of things and also brought me closer 
to the Father Almighty.

Dorcas: Being part of this church was a blessing 
to me. It was a wonderful year of organizing, 
motivating, and bringing the youth together in 
all the activities possible. Not only did the group 
help a lot of people get to know each other, but 
also it helped us shape the way we pursued the 
relationships we built with one and another. 

Richard: It was a wonderful experience filled 
with fun and work, engaging most of the             
people in church activities and also being part 
of the events. Altogether, it was a spiritual and        
motivational experience for me.

Roshni: My experience of working for                                         
St. Francis Xavier’s Church was amazing. Due 
to our team spirit, cooperation, and distribution 
of work, we were always enthusiastic in taking 
up all the events one after the other and we al-
ways enjoyed working together. As a family, we 
had fun in every task and shared our ideas and 
respected everybody’s opinions.

PARISHES AND PROGRAMMES



Seethampeta:

The Centenary of our 
Lady of Fatima was organized by 

the youth of Seethampeta on the 13th of 
May. About 900 people gathered for the 
mass. Most Rev. Mallavarapu Prakash, 
Archbishop of Vishakhapatnam presided 
over the Jubilee Eucharist. The youth 
prepared the festive meal and served the 
people. They also organized cultural pro-
grammes after the Eucharist.
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I've finally stopped running away from myself. Who else is there better to be? Goldie Hawn No one can make you feel inferior without your consent. Eleanor Roosevelt

We, the YESJ youth of Kondramutla Parish, had a            
get together on 16thApril 2017. It was a great experience 
for all of us. We had a faith sharing among ourselves and 

played party games. 

We also had meeting wherein we discussed and decided 
to gather some money and to help street and orphan       
children. We also contributed some money for the devel-

opment of the parish church. 

It was a wonderful opportunity for all of us to develop 
our leadership qualities and to increase our faith and 
confidence. This gathering indeed motivated us to be more 

good and loving.

Kondramutla:

We, the Youth of Sivapuram, gathered on March 20th of Sunday.  
On that day, Srs. Celian,  Jyothi, Pushpa, and Dayana along with 
Frs Prakash and Anil SJ guided us into a deeper experience of the            
Passion of the Lord. We also had some group activities to come out of 
our shyness and increase our confidence. Fathers challenged us to reflect 
on the power of youth and the need to be responsible for our own lives.

During the time of Holy Week, we gladly volunteered in cleaning the 
Church, decorating, and organizing for the Easter Service. It was really 
a great experience for us.

Sivapuram

PARISHES AND PROGRAMMES
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The courage to be is the courage to accept oneself, in spite of being unacceptable. Paul Tillich

SEMINARS/WORKSHOPS/TALKS/RETREATS
Usually in the last term, academic institutions would be busy with serious preparation for exams. Amidst such 
an environment, YESJ conducted some programmes for students not to stress themselves and lose hope and 
energy but to have a greater focus towards life and move forward. Our thanks are due to all the schools and 
colleges for trusting in YESJ.

* Fr Bala Bollineni SJ delivered a Special Message to the 
Hostel Students and their parents at Loyola Degree & Poly-

technic College, Pulivendla on 05th March 2017

* On 18-02-2017, a one-day Seminar 'Values for Life' 
was conducted for high school students of St Paul 

School, Emjala

* On 03-02-2017, students of Amali School, Vijayawada 
participated in a one-day workshop on 'Motivation'

* A seminar for the Youth of St Joseph the Worker 
Church, Gudlavalleru was conducted on16-01-2017 

with the theme'Think Big, Dream High, and Live 
Great'.



9
If we all did the things we are capable of doing, we would literally astound ourselves. 
                                                                                                                                               Thomas Alva Edison

SEMINARS/WORKSHOPS/TALKS/RETREATS

* A Day of Retreat during the Lent was preached 
to the Catholic Parish in Nunna on 10th        

April 2017.

* St Mary's School, Atmakur arranged for its High 
School students a Two-day Workshop on 'Being Good 
and Doing Good' from 07th April to 08th April 2017.

* On 11th April 2017, students of St Ann's School, Guntur 
were led through the topic 'I am Special and Unique'.

* A Day of Orientation was given to the staff 
of Nirmala High School, Vijayawada on 11th 

March 2017.
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It is not the mountain we conquer, but ourselves. Sir Edmund Hillary

As part of its mission to reach out to the youth, YESJ provides volunteer opportunities to people (18 years and 
above) from local and abroad through Voluntary Immersion Programme (VIP). VIP provides placements in 
communities of all sizes, from rural villages to big cities, so that you could be living in either an urban or rural 

setting. The volunteers usually stay with the local religious community and share in their mission work. 

Accommodation will vary depending on location but wherever you stay, we will make sure it is safe and has all 
the basic amenities you need. However, it is important that you are prepared for basic living conditions and are 

adaptable to those conditions.

The immersion experiences are aimed towards a lasting impact, both on local communities and on individual 
volunteers. VIP enables you to  challenge yourself, experience another culture, and develop an attitude of being  

'GRATEFUL'. 

The acceptance of the other with respect and being open minded to learn and give is what VIP works towards.

Ms. Angelica Fernandes and Ms Vanessa Fernandes spent three weeks of their time in Hyderabad,           Vi-
jayawada, and KD Peta. YESJ is thankful to Satyodayam, ALC, and KD Peta Communities for their warm 

hospitality and openness to receive them.

VOLUNTARY IMMERSION PROGRAMME (VIP)

The leadership camps for the high School students by Fr Jojayya SJ and Fr B Bala SJ came to an 
end smoothly for this academic year. We covered 18 Schools by reaching out to around 2000 students 

with a purpose of awakening their hidden potentials and instilling leadership qualities in them. Our     
gratitude to all the Schools and their managements for the opportunity to train the young minds to be 

good citizens of this country!

* Nirmala High School, Karepalli from  05th & 06th January 2017.

* Nirmala Vidhya Vihar School, Vizag from 27th to 31st January 2017.

* St Mary's High School, Ravipadu from 07th & 08th February 2017.

LEADERSHIP CAMPS OF FR. P. JOJAYYA SJ
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To love oneself is the beginning of a lifelong romance. Oscar Wilde

What is the nature of your immersion program in India? Where and how long?

I, Angelica and my friend Vanessa decided to spend five weeks in India, half of which, we dedicated to the 
Voluntary Immersion Programme in India. We spent two days in Hyderabad and a couple of days on the 
campus of Andhra Loyola Institutions, Vijayawada. The rest of our time, we purposefully spent at St Ann's 
Schooland Tribal Mission Centre, Krishnadevipeta. In Vijayawada, we toured the campus, met the priests 
and teachers and students of ALCAA School (for poor children), and attended New Hostel Day. It was a 
great insight to school and college life, the Jesuit community, and their incredible positive impact on the 
students and the wider community. 

While at St Ann's, we spent our days teaching kindergarten and nursery classes, our evenings with the junior 
aged kids and on Sundays enjoying the Tribal Children's festival. We made great life-long friendships with 
the priests and nuns, played and taught fun lessons for the children as well as exploring the remote pictur-
esque town of Krishnadevipeta. 

What are the life lessons this Immersion Experience taught you - Psychologically, Emotionally, Spiri-
tually, and intellectually?

The determination, the sense of community and the strength of everyone we met was an enlightening expe-
rience. It inspired me to be more mindful in everything I would do and more thoughtful of those in my life. 
The faith of the community was truly inspiring. 
It has given me confidence in my abilities, the determination to push through life's obstacles and the zest to 
make the world we live in a better place. 

What were the challenging aspects of this Immersion Experience?

Adjusting to India's hot and dry weather, battling with mosquitoes and overcoming the language barrier 
were all very tricky. Although, a few lessons with the kids later, we managed to pick up some Telugu and 
most of the children were incredibly talented in speaking English. Being naturally shy persons, meeting new 
people and teaching was tough at first. However, we found that despite being thrown in at the deep end, ev-
eryone was supportive and accommodating and that made the whole experience less daunting and one which 
we learnt a lot from. 

What are your suggestions that would help us in offering this experience better?

More insight beforehand into how to structure lessons (i.e. the level of English for different ages of students, 
and what kind of material would be more useful to teach from the perspective of the teachers). 

They Share...



SCHOOLING THE MIND AND HEART

 
bala13sj@gmail.com                                +91 86 86 72 72 02                                yesjesuits@gmail.com

Vanessa: Born of Portuguese parents in 
London, this exposure to Indian culture, 
particularly to rural background of Andhra 
Pradesh with all its complexities has cer-
tainly brought me home enriched and plenty 
to reflect upon. This is my first visit to 
India; I truly fell in love with it and hope to 
come back one day. My sincere thanks to 

YESJ for provid-
ing me with such 
an opportunity.

Angelica: Born in London but since most of 
my parents' family live in India, I have visited 
India a few times. I always enjoy my time in 
India but the Voluntary Immersion programme 
took me to parts of India I have never visited 
before. It was a tough but rewarding experience 
in so many life changing ways. I'm eternally 
grateful for the support, hospitality, and the 
enriching insight 
into everyone's lives 
and work. I hope to 
return again one day. 

Final Words


